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of a very ancient and highly cultured race In Mexico*
which unquestionably antedate the Aztec Empire.
Whether these are the remains of a totally distinct
race* such as the semimythieal Toltecs, or whether
they are the earlier or archaic forms of Aztec work
has not definitely been established. But they exhibit
many features in common with the Aztecan culture,
and they grade almost insensibly into the later Aztec
types. For this reason,, and because the Aztecs, if
we are to believe their own recorded history, arrived
in Mexico at a comparatively recent date, we must
assume either that the Nahuas wandered for many
hundreds or perhaps thousands of years over the
country, building cities and developing a culture and
a civilization before they established Tenochtitlan, or
else that their civilization was superimposed upon an
earlier culture and was largely borrowed. In the
former case the Aztec legend of the Toltecs was in
all probability an allegorical mythical history of their
own race, while if the latter theory is correct the story
of the Toltecs was probably built up and invented by
the INTahuas to explain the presence of the older civili-
zation they found.
The Mexican chronicler Ixtlilxochitl, who wrote
soon after the Spanish conquest, gives two versions
of the Aztec legend of the Toltecs. In one the Tol-
tecs are said to have reached Tlapallan (the Country
of Bright Colors) near the sea after voyaging south
from their original homes which they left in the year
"1-Tecpatl" (A.B. 387). Having passed Xalisco
and landed at Huatulco, they journeyed to Tochtepec
and hence overland to Tollantzinco. The other leg-
end differs mainly in that it tells of a revolt of the